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Free Open Source 
Software for Recording 

and Editing Sound

FREE          FREE FREE



DuckingDucking



Don’t forget to duck!Don’t forget to duck!




Sample Technology IndicatorsSample Technology Indicators
Grade 2
Participate in the creation of media products …with 
teacher assistance.

Grade 8
Insert original sound files into multimedia presentation[s].

Grade 10
Manipulate communication design elements (image, 
language, sound, and motion) based on intent of the 
message (e.g., inform or persuade). 



Audacity SiteAudacity Site

Be 
audacious!

Go for the
Beta version!

http://audacity.sourceforge.net

http://audacity.sourceforge.net/


Audacity WikiAudacity Wiki

http://audacityteam.org/wiki/index.php?title=Audacity_Wiki_Home_Page

http://audacityteam.org/wiki/index.php?title=Audacity_Wiki_Home_Page


terrygrimmterrygrimm--etech.wikispaces.cometech.wikispaces.com

Special Space at WikispacesSpecial Space at Wikispaces

http://terrygrimm-etech.wikispaces.com/


terrygrimmterrygrimm--etech.wikispaces.cometech.wikispaces.com

WikiMediaYouWikiMediaYou

Your chance to collaborate!

http://terrygrimm-etech.wikispaces.com/wikimediayou


Working with AudacityWorking with Audacity

PlayPause Stop To Start To End Record

Time 
Shift

Selection

Envelope
Recording Source



Audacity in ActionAudacity in Action

Delete flaws from Delete flaws from HelpAbeHelpAbe..
Amplify Amplify WhatDidHeSayWhatDidHeSay..
Trim Trim FDRDeclaresWarFDRDeclaresWar..
Try Effect menu items with Try Effect menu items with DontDacMeDontDacMe..
Join music tracks with cross fade. Join music tracks with cross fade. 

Music Trk A

Music Trk B
cross fade



Audacity in Action (cont.)Audacity in Action (cont.)

Use a conventional voiceUse a conventional voice--andand--music music 
structure for mixing narration and music structure for mixing narration and music 
tracks.tracks.
Use Fade Out and Fade In from the Use Fade Out and Fade In from the 
Effect menu.Effect menu.



Audacity in Action (cont.)Audacity in Action (cont.)

Use ducking voiceUse ducking voice--andand--music structure for music structure for 
mixing narration and music tracks.mixing narration and music tracks.
Manual: Use Envelope tool.Manual: Use Envelope tool.
Automatic: Use Auto Duck from Effect Automatic: Use Auto Duck from Effect 
menu.menu.



Learning to HarmonizeLearning to Harmonize
Record harmony parts on separate tracks.Record harmony parts on separate tracks.
Export rehearsal sound files.Export rehearsal sound files.

Target part aloneTarget part alone
Target part louderTarget part louder
All partsAll parts
Other Other part(spart(s) only) only



““Removing” the Vocal TrackRemoving” the Vocal Track
Import a stereo music file, e.g., Import a stereo music file, e.g., 

LikeYouExcerptLikeYouExcerpt..
Open the Track Menu and choose Split Open the Track Menu and choose Split 

Stereo Track.Stereo Track.
Select lower track and choose Invert from Select lower track and choose Invert from 

the Effect menu.the Effect menu.
Under the track menu for each track Under the track menu for each track 

choose Mono.choose Mono.
Play the tracks and notice that the vocal Play the tracks and notice that the vocal 

track has been removed or at least track has been removed or at least 
minimized. Results will vary.minimized. Results will vary.



Good Luck!Good Luck!

Audio Nip and Duck

Terry Grimm

Instructional Technology Consultant

Mahoning County Educational Service Center
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